
ideas become the coin of the realm, 
and ideas can be multiplied and 

es in the miracu- 
nd loaves, then 
paradoxical will 

be (he politics. 

~ l & r t  every claim about the infor- 
mation (evolution is steadfastly true. 
Smail computers inevitably combine 
into oppressive big brothers; small 
compqtere inevitably e 
divldtub. Global communications 

government and the military-indus- 
trial complex are amazed, confused, 
and anxious because they can no 
longer control the course of informa- 
tion any more than the little guy can. 
The citcuit has its own life. The po- 
litical revision begun by a communi- 
cation undexgmund like computer 
networks (see "The Bulletin Board 
Proletariat," p. 77) is to acknowl- 
edge the standing of this other thing 
BOW living among us: the circuit of 
information, 

Charting the cuirent is partially what 
Jeanne Carstensen (managing editor 
of (he Essential Whole Earth Catalog} 
and I have done in this issue. We've 
used the mart versatile technology we 
have lo date, paper and ink. You'll 
notice gaps in our crude survey. 
When the current comes your way, 
send a signal back with what we've 
missed. 

New '&A publishing doesn't see 
anything of this invisible uprising. 
We sent a couple of proposals to 
Publisher's Row, and got back a 
shrug. Wre sitting on three times the 
wnount we could fit into 144 pages. 
Perhaps it's time we slapped it all 
into a raugh, home-brewed, reader- 
written, self-published, funky' over- 
size Catalog. Again. 

Perhaps we are whistling in the dark. 
If the task of providing access to a 
knowledge economy Ã t̂rike you as 
neccwary, write us. 


